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About this Unit Outline 

This unit outline contains information you will need to find your way around the unit         

The Synoptic Gospels.  It attempts to provide a structure for your learning, giving details of 

the topics studied, and how they will be assessed.  
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Important Notice 

 

While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given below, it is the 

personal responsibility of each student to check the current ACT Undergraduate or 

Postgraduate Handbook, copies of which may be found in the Library or online at 

www.actheology.edu.au  

It is very important that students plan their time carefully to ensure that reading and 

especially assignments receive adequate attention and so as to prevent a bottleneck of work 

at the end of the semester. 

It is very important that all quoted material in assignments be properly footnoted and 

acknowledged.  The attention of students is drawn to the section in the current ACT 

Undergraduate or Postgraduate Handbook, headed “Academic Misconduct”.  Failure to 

comply with the standards required will incur penalties as outlined in the ACT Undergraduate 

or Postgraduate Handbook. 

The attention of students is also drawn to the section in the current ACT Undergraduate or 

Postgraduate Handbook, headed “Guidelines for Essays.” (see also the QTC Student 

Handbook) All essays should comply with these standards. 

http://www.actheology.edu.au/
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Information about this Unit 
 

Unit description 

This is one of the exegetical units available in the New Testament field.  For those who are 

studying this unit as a follow up to the study of New Testament Greek you will find it very 

satisfying to put into practice what you have learned, and to see the fruit of all that Greek 

study.   

The unit will study a sample section of the Synoptic Gospels – Matthew 5-8, 27-28. Within 

the selection of advanced exegesis units QTC offers, this is the one that focuses on the 

Gospel accounts of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (5-8), along with his death, resurrection, and 

Great Commission. 

Matthew’s Gospel takes us straight to the person of Jesus Christ. In these chapters Matthew 

highlights Jesus’ authoritative teaching and his victorious death. 

 

Learning Objectives 

1. To introduce students to the theology and critical issues in current academic studies of 

Matthew’s Gospel. 

2. To assist students to gain skills in exegesis and apply them to the chosen portions of 

Matthew’s Gospel. 

3. For those students doing NT430/630, to sharpen their knowledge of the functional 

aspects of the Greek text. 

 

How this unit contributes to the course 

The unit counts towards the ACT Bachelor of Theology Degree, Bachelor of Ministry Degree, 

Associate Degree in Theology, Graduate Diploma of Divinity, and Master of Divinity degree.  

It has been chosen by QTC as a suitable unit to provide grounding in one synoptic Gospel, 

and thus to act as a bridge to studying other Gospels.  

This unit caters for students studying for the following ACT courses: 

BTh/ BMin/ AssocDegTh: 

NT420 The Synoptic Gospels (English Text) 

NT430 The Synoptic Gospels (Greek Text) 

 

MDiv / GradDipDiv: 

NT620 The Synoptic Gospels (English Text) 

NT630 The Synoptic Gospels (Greek Text) 
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Pre-requisites and co-requisites for this Unit 

The pre-requisites for NT430/630 are NT301/501 plus LA304A & LA003B.   

The pre-requisite for NT420/620 is NT301/501.   

 

How this unit is organised and what we expect of you 

LECTURE TIMES: Three hours per week as per the QTC timetable, available on the QTC 

website.  Note that the English and Greek text students will be taught separately for one hour 

per week through the Semester. 

 

LECTURE CONTENT: The unit timetable (provided below) lists which texts, exegetical, 

historical, theological, and homiletical issues of Matthew’s Gospel will be covered.  A lecture 

outline will be available on Moodle, but students are expected to take notes from the lectures 

and required reading. 

 

READING: Our textbook will be Douglas Sean O’Donnell, The Gospel of Matthew, a 

commentary written for pastors. It will provide exegetical and homiletical examples of the 

subject matter of the unit.  Students are expected to read the assigned pages, along with the 

corresponding passages from Matthew’s Gospel. For the English-only class, we will read 

through Charles Quarles, A Theology of Matthew.  Also, as noted below, the English class will 

also have to read the Gospel of Matthew along with parallel texts in the Synoptics (as given 

by the lecturer).   

 

WEEKLY STUDY COMMITMENT: The unit is worth 4 credit points so as a guide students 

should undertake on average 6-7 hours of study per week in addition to lecture hours.  

 

 

Teaching staff  

Douglas O’Donnell, Unit Coordinator  

0490 501 379 

dodonnell@qtc.edu.au 

 

Wesley Redgen, Greek Translation  

(07) 3149 3654 

wredgen@qtc.edu.au  

 

  

mailto:dodonnell@qtc.edu.au
mailto:wredgen@qtc.edu.au
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Unit Timetable: topics and teaching & learning activities 
The unit shall focus on the whole text of Matthew’s Gospel, looking for a unity of theology 

and message. Time will be allocated to the Greek translation, exegetical issues, and 

transitioning from the exegesis to homiletics.  Each week there shall be a lecture covering a 

key exegetical tool and/or theme from Matthew’s Gospel, as well as a tutorial based on the 

theology of Matthew’s Gospel and required reading.  

 

 Translation 

 

Wednesday Lecture  Wednesday  

(English only) 

 

Thursday Topic 

 

WEEK 1 

 
Introduction, 

overview,  

Matt. 5:1-12 

The Gospel and the 

Synoptic Gospels; 

The Melodic Line of 

Matthew 

Reading group 

Quarles, introduction 
 

Read Matthew 1-4 

Spirit-filled Sitzfleisch: 

The Prayerful Art of 

Observation 
 

Read O’Donnell, 

Matthew, pp. 29-48; 

59-98 
 

WEEK 2 

 
Matt. 5:13-32 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, chapter 1 
 

Read Matthew 5-7 

Matthew’s Use of the 

OT in Matthew 1-4; 

Overview of the 

Sermon on the Mount 

(Matt. 5-7) 
 

Read O’Donnell, 

Matthew, pp. 109-202 

 

WEEK 3 

 
Matt. 5:33-48 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, chapter 2 
 

Read Matthew 8-9 

Miracle Narratives 
 

Matt. 8-9 

O’Donnell, Matthew, 

pp. 211-280 
 

MDiv Are the healings 

in Matthew 

supernatural miracles? 

 

WEEK 4 

 
Matt. 6:1-18 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, chapter 3 
 

Read Matthew 10-12 

Two Horizons 
 

Matt. 10-12 

O’Donnell, Matthew, 

pp. 291-354 
 

BTh Book Review: 

Theology of Matthew 

(Luz) 
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WEEK 5 

 
Matt. 6:19-34 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, chapter 4 
 

Read Matthew 13, 25 

Preaching the Parables 
 

Matt. 13 

O’Donnell, Matthew, 

pp. 355-380 
 

BTh Book Review: 

Preaching the Parables 

(Bloomberg) or 

The Parables of Jesus 

(Wenham) 

WEEK 6 

 
Matt. 7:1-12 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, chapter 5 
 

Read Matthew 14-15 

Word Studies 
 

Matt. 14-15 

O’Donnell, Matthew, 

pp. 381-435 
 

BTh Book Review: 

Matthew as Story 

(Kingsbury) 

WEEK 7 

 
Matt. 7:13-29 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, chapter 6 
 

Read Matthew 16-17 

Christology 
 

Matt. 16-17 

O’Donnell, Matthew, 

pp. 437-498 
 

BTh Book Review:  

The Pre-existent Son 

(Gathercole) 

MDiv Is Jesus divine 

according to 

Matthew? 

WEEK 8 

 
Matt. 8:1-17 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, chapter 7 
 

Read Matthew 18-19 

Kingdom of Heaven 
 

Matt. 18-19 

O’Donnell, Matthew, 

pp. 499-554 
 

BTh Book Review:  

Matthew: Storyteller, 

Interpreter, Evangelist 

(Carter) 

WEEK 9 

 
Matt. 8:18-34 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, chapter 8 
 

Read Matthew 20-21 

Synoptic Problem  
 

Matt. 20-21 

O’Donnell, Matthew, 

pp. 555-620 
 

MDiv What is the 

Synoptic “problem” 

and what are some 

possible solutions? 
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WEEK 10 

 
Matt. 27:1-23 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, chapter 9 
 

Read Matthew 22-23 

Olivet Discourse 
 

Matt. 22-23 

O’Donnell, Matthew, 

pp. 621-692 
 

BTh Book Review: 

Matthew: Evangelist 

and Teacher (France) 

WEEK 11 

 
Matt. 27:22-44 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, chapter 10 
 

Read Matthew 24 

 

Olivet Discourse 
 

Matt. 24-25 

O’Donnell, Matthew, 

pp. 693-746  
 

WEEK 12 

 
Matt. 27:45-66 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, chapter 11 
 

Read Matthew 26 

Preaching a Surprising 

Jesus 
 

Matt. 26 

O’Donnell, Matthew, 

pp. 761-825 
 

BTh Book Review: 

The Passion of Jesus in 

the Gospel of 

Matthew (Senior) 

WEEK 13 Matt. 28:1-20 Exegetical 

organization 

(structure), issues 

(interpretive 

questions), and 

applications of the 

translated text 

Reading group 

Quarles, conclusion 
 

Read Matthew 27-28 

Text Criticism (e.g., 

27:49); Ten Tips on 

Teaching Gospel 

Genre 
 

Matt. 27-28  

O’Donnell, Matthew, 

pp. 827-919 
 

MDiv What are the 

similarities and 

differences between 

the resurrection 

narratives in Matthew 

and John? 
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Assessments 

NT420 (English Text) Assessments 

Assessments are submitted online via Moodle. 

In order to pass the unit, you must attain a mark of at least 50% for the unit as a whole.  

Late submission of assessment, without prior permission, will be taken into account in 

determining your mark. 

Your essays must also be within 10% of the required word limit and your ability to meet this 

requirement will also be taken into account in determining your mark. QTC seeks to prepare 

you for ministry, and in ministry delivering presentations on time & within an acceptable 

length are essential skills. 

 

ASSESSMENT TASK DESCRIPTION 

Tutorial paper 

1,500 words - 30% 

A paper on an aspect of the history, genre, or theology of 

Matthew: 

Write a paper of 1500 words reviewing and critiquing ONE of 

the following books: 

1. The Passion of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew (Senior) 

2. Matthew: Evangelist and Teacher (France)  

3. Matthew: Storyteller, Interpreter, Evangelist (Carter) 

4. The Pre-existent Son (Gathercole) 

5. Matthew as Story (Kingsbury) 

6. Preaching the Parables (Bloomberg) or 

7. The Parables of Jesus (Wenham) 

8. Theology of Matthew (Luz) 
 

Exegesis Major Paper 

2,500 words - 40% 

A paper on a passage within the selected passages in 

Matthew: 

Write an exegetical essay (2500 words) on ONE of the 

following passages in the English Text: 

1. Matthew 2:1-12 

2. Matthew 12:1-14 

3. Matthew 17:1-8 

4. Matthew 25:1-13 

 

English Exegesis       

Take-Home Exam 

1,500 words – 30% 

You will be asked to exegete one passage from the English 

text of Matthew, and comment on exegetical matters from 

various additional passages.  Different passages will be set for 

400 and 600 level students. 

 
 

Students taking NT420 are also required to read Quarles, Theology of Matthew. 
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NT 430 (Greek Text) Assessments 

Assessments are submitted online via Moodle. 

In order to pass the unit, you must attain a mark of at least 50% for the unit as a whole.  

Late submission of assessment, without prior permission, will be taken into account in 

determining your mark. 

Your essays must also be within 10% of the required word limit and your ability to meet this 

requirement will also be taken into account in determining your mark. QTC seeks to prepare 

you for ministry, and in ministry delivering presentations on time & within an acceptable 

length are essential skills. 

 
ASSESSMENT TASK DESCRIPTION 

Tutorial paper 

1,500 words 30% 

A paper on an aspect of the history, genre, or theology of 

Matthew: 

Write a paper of 1500 words reviewing and critiquing ONE of 

the following books: 

1. The Passion of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew (Senior) 

2. Matthew: Evangelist and Teacher (France)  

3. Matthew: Storyteller, Interpreter, Evangelist (Carter) 

4. The Pre-existent Son (Gathercole) 

5. Matthew as Story (Kingsbury) 

6. Preaching the Parables (Bloomberg) or 

7. The Parables of Jesus (Wenham) 

8. Theology of Matthew (Luz) 

 

Exegesis Major Paper 

2,500 words 40% 

A paper on a passage within the selected passages in Matthew: 

Write an exegetical essay (2500 words) on ONE of the following 

passages in the Greek Text: 

1. Matthew 3:13-17 

2. Matthew 13:47-52 

3. Matthew 18:15-20 

4. Matthew 22:15-22 

 

Greek Exegesis          

Take-Home Exam  

1,500 words  30% 

You will be asked to exegete one passage from the Greek text 

of Matthew, and comment on exegetical matters from various 

additional passages.  Different passages will be set for 400 and 

600 level students. 
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NT620 (English Text) Assessments 

Assessments are submitted online via Moodle. 

In order to pass the unit, you must attain a mark of at least 50% for the unit as a whole.  

Late submission of assessment, without prior permission, will be taken into account in 

determining your mark. 

Your essays must also be within 10% of the required word limit and your ability to meet this 

requirement will also be taken into account in determining your mark. QTC seeks to prepare 

you for ministry, and in ministry delivering presentations on time & within an acceptable 

length are essential skills. 

Students taking NT620 are also required to read: Quarles, Theology of Matthew. 

ASSESSMENT TASK DESCRIPTION 

Tutorial paper 

2,000 words - 35% 

A paper on an aspect of Matthew’s theology: 

Write an essay of 2000 words on ONE of the following topics. 

1. Are the healings in Matthew supernatural miracles? 

2. Is Jesus divine according to Matthew? 

3. What is the Synoptic “problem” and what are some 

possible solutions? By “solutions” I mean ways in which 

evangelical scholars have read Mark, Matthew, and Luke 

as God-inspired Scriptures without error, contradictions, 

and disunity.  

4. What are the similarities and differences between the 

resurrection narratives in Matthew and John? 

5. Is there a narrative unity within Matthew’s Gospel? 

6. Assess Roger Mohrlang (Matthew and Paul) on the so-

called divergent ethics of Matthew and Paul. 

 

Exegesis Major Paper 

3,000 words - 40% 

A paper on a passage within the selected passages in Matthew: 

Write an exegetical essay (3000 words) on ONE of the 

following passages in the English Text: 

1. Matthew 1:1-17 

2. Matthew 12:1-14 

3. Matthew 18:21-35 

4. Matthew 25:31-46 

 

English Exegesis       

Take-Home Exam 

1500 words – 25% 

You will be asked to exegete one passage from the English  

text of Matthew, and comment on exegetical matters from 

various additional passages.  Different passages will be set for 

400 and 600 level students. 
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NT630 (Greek Text) Assessments 

Assessments are submitted online via Moodle. 

In order to pass the unit, you must attain a mark of at least 50% for the unit as a whole.  

Late submission of assessment, without prior permission, will be taken into account in 

determining your mark. 

Your essays must also be within 10% of the required word limit and your ability to meet this 

requirement will also be taken into account in determining your mark. QTC seeks to prepare 

you for ministry, and in ministry delivering presentations on time & within an acceptable 

length are essential skills. 

ASSESSMENT TASK DESCRIPTION 

Tutorial paper 

2000 words - 35% 

A paper on an aspect of Matthew’s theology: 

Write an essay of 2000 words on ONE of the following topics. 

1. Are the healings in Matthew supernatural miracles? 

2. Is Jesus divine according to Matthew? 

3. What is the Synoptic “problem” and what are some 

possible solutions? By “solutions” I mean ways in which 

evangelical scholars have read Mark, Matthew, and Luke 

as God-inspired Scriptures without error, contradictions, 

and disunity.  

4. What are the similarities and differences between the 

resurrection narratives in Matthew and John? 

5. Is there a narrative unity within Matthew’s Gospel? 

6. Assess Roger Mohrlang (Matthew and Paul) on the so-

called divergent ethics of Matthew and Paul. 

 

Exegesis Major Paper 

3,000 words - 40% 

A paper on a passage within the selected passages in Matthew: 

Write an exegetical essay (3000 words) on ONE of the following 

passages in the Greek Text: 

1. Matthew 2:19-23 

2. Matthew 9:18-26 

3. Matthew 15:21-28 

4. Matthew 21:12-22 

 

Greek Exegesis        

Take-Home Exam  

1500 words – 25% 

You will be asked to exegete one passage from the Greek text of 

Matthew, and comment on exegetical matters from various 

additional passages.  Different passages will be set for 400 and 

600 level students. 
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Guide to Assessments 

All students are expected to read the guidelines for written assignments provided in the ACT 

Handbooks, available in the library or online.  You should also read the relevant sections of 

the QTC Student Manual. 

 

All written work for this unit should conform to the guidelines of the SBL Handbook of Style 

(with the exception of Australian spelling conventions.) 

 

All Greek and Hebrew cited must be typed in a Unicode font; SBL BibLit is commended as 

one font covering Greek Hebrew and Roman Unicode ranges, but is not required.  It is freely 

available from the SBL website: http://www.sbl-site.org/educational/biblicalfonts.aspx 

 

The Learning Resources listed in this outline provide a beginning point for research for 

assessments for this unit; students are expected to engage with the works listed there, but 

are not limited to these resources.  The literature on Matthew is massive, and you are 

encouraged to consult widely. 

 

Do note carefully the number of words required for each assessment item, depending on 

whether you are enrolled for NT420 (based on the English Text) or NT430 (Greek Text) or 

NT620 (English Text) or NT630 (Greek Text).  

 

NT420/NT430 Assessment 1:  Tutorial Paper 
This paper is essentially a book review. The primary aim of this assessment is to evaluate the 

book’s treatment of Matthew’s Gospel. The essay requires a very brief summary of the book, 

analysing its strengths and weaknesses. While the essay is not asking you to read far beyond 

the set book and Matthew’s Gospel, you would be wise to consult published reviews of the 

book.  

 

NT620/NT630 Assessment 1: Tutorial Paper 
The tutorial paper should be written in standard essay format.  

 

Assessment 2:  Exegesis Major Paper  
Purpose: 

1. To assess your ability to exegete the chosen passage in detail and critically interact with 

scholarship on that passage. 

2. To assess your ability to build a sustainable argument for how you believe the passage 

should be interpreted. 
 

There are two parts to this task:  

Introduction, Setting and Structure; and  

Translation, Analysis and Synthesis 
 

Introduction, Setting and Structure:  

 Introduction:  a brief statement of intent or purpose. 

 Mention the authorship, and defend it if controverted. 

http://www.sbl-site.org/educational/biblicalfonts.aspx
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 Discuss the historical setting of the passage (time, place, occasion of writing and 

recipients).  

 Discuss the canonical setting of the passage (where it fits into Matthew, and perhaps 

where it fits in the wider framework of the Synoptics).   

 Describe the immediate context of your passage, and explain and defend its 

boundaries as a self-contained unit of Scripture.    

 You may need to discuss critical questions about which is the best text of the passage, 

especially if you are studying Matthew in Greek.   

 Describe the structure of the passage and its literary features, including its literary 

genre (narrative, parable, discourse, poetry, etc.). 
 

Translation, Analysis and Synthesis:  This is the heart of your task.  
 

Translation and Grammatical Remarks: 

 Translate the passage, taking textual variants into account. 

 Study carefully key words or phrases, historically and within the present context. 

 Provide a detailed grammatical discussion of significant issues (though NOT simply the 

parsing of individual words).    

 Attempt to give a solution for any grammatical and exegetical problems.   

 Remember that your structural outline should provide the basic outline of your 

approach to the passage. 

 The conclusions that you have drawn from your discussion of critical questions should 

be incorporated here. 
 

Analysis of the Passage: 

 Give a faithful exposition of the meaning of the passage, on the basis of all the 

preceding work. 

 Compare or contrast this passage with other passages that cover the same or similar 

topics. 
 

Synthesis and Conclusion: 

 Summarise the message of the passage. 

 Outline any major Biblical themes that emerge from the passage. 

 The synthesis will often involve the discussion of matters that first emerged in the 

structural outline. 
 

Your paper should include a bibliography in the usual SBL format. 
 

Assessment 3: Exegesis Take-Home Exam 
 

The principles to be followed are the same as for the Exegesis Paper for Assessment 2 and 

the skills which will be examined are, in general terms, described in the second assessment. 

 However, as this is a take-home exam and a smaller exercise than Assessment 2, it is 

understood that students will not be able to deal with matters in quite as much depth and 

detail as for Assessment 2.  Also, resources consulted should be limited to what is normally 

expected of ACT/QTC students for take-home exams, which are not considered to be 

research-based assessments.   

 The format will be as follows: 

1. Give an annotated translation of the assigned text (it will be no more than twelve 
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verses). 

2. Show the exegetical organization (structure) of the text. 

3. Raise and answer at least three interpretive issues. 

Write a homiletical outline with at least three points of application.  
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Learning resources 
 

Required Textbook for all Students: 

O’Donnell, Douglas Sean. Matthew: All Authority in Heaven and on Earth. Preaching the Word. 

Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013. 

The purchase of O’Donnell (above) and at least one other commentary (below) is 

recommended. 

 

NT420/620 Required Textbook: 

Quarles, Charles.  A Theology of Matthew : Jesus revealed as Deliverer, King and incarnate 

Creator. Explorations in Biblical Theology.  Philipsburg, NJ.: P&R, 2013. 

 

Key Reference Texts: 

Allison, Dale C. Studies in Matthew: Interpretation Past and Present. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker 

Academic, 2005. 

 

Barnett, Paul W. After Jesus, Volume 3: Finding the Historical Christ. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

Eerdmans, 2009. 

 

Barnett, Paul W. Jesus and the Logic of History. New Studies in Biblical Theology Series. 

Downers Grove, IL.: InterVarsity, 1997. 

 

Blomberg, Craig L. Preaching the Parables: From Responsible Interpretation to Powerful 

Proclamation. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 2004. 

 

Blomberg, Craig L. The Historical Reliability of the Gospels. Downers Grove, IL.: InterVarsity, 

2007. 

 

Carson, D. A. The Sermon on the Mount: An Evangelical Exposition of Matthew 5-7. Grand 

Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 1978. 

 

Carter, Warren C. Matthew: Storyteller, Interpreter, Evangelist. Peabody, MA.: Hendrickson, 

2004. 

 

France, Richard T. Matthew: Evangelist and Teacher. New Testament Profiles. Downers Grove, 

IL: Intervarsity Press, 1989. 

 

Gathercole, Simon J. The Pre-existent Son: Recovering the Christologies of Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 2006. 

 

Goodacre, Mark. The Synoptic Problem: A Way Through the Maze. Sheffield: Sheffield 

Academic Press, 2001. 

 

Johnson, Sherman E. “The Biblical Quotations in Matthew.” Harvard Theological Review 36 

(1943): 135-153. 
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Kingsbury, Jack D. Matthew as Story. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986. 

 

Kingsbury, Jack D. Matthew: Structure, Christology, Kingdom. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress 

Press, 1991. 

 

Lloyd-Jones, Martyn D. Studies in the Sermon on the Mount. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 

1959-60. 

 

Luz, Ulrich. The Theology of the Gospel of Matthew. Translated by J. B. Robinson. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

 

Senior, Donald. The Passion of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew. Collegeville, MN.: Liturgical 

Press, 1985. 

 

Stott, John. Christian Counter-Culture: The Message of the Sermon on the Mount. Downers 

Grove, IL.: InterVarsity, 1978. 

 

Wenham, David. The Parables of Jesus. Downers Grove, IL.: InterVarsity, 1989. 

 

Key Commentaries  

Bruner, Frederick Dale. Matthew: A Commentary, Volume 1: The Christbook, Matthew 1-12. Rev. 

ed. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 2007. 

 

Bruner, Frederick Dale. Matthew: A Commentary, Volume 2: The Churchbook, Matthew 13-28. 

Rev. ed. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 2007. 

 

Davies, W. D., and Dale Allison Jr. Matthew. 3 vols. International Critical Commentary. 

Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1988-1997. 

 

France, Richard T. The Gospel of Matthew. New International Commentary on the New 

Testament. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 2007. 

 

Hagner, Donald A. Matthew 1-13. Word Biblical Commentary 33a. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 

1993. 

 

Hagner, Donald A. Matthew 14-28. Word Biblical Commentary 33b. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 

1995. 

 

Keener, Craig S. The Gospel of Matthew: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

Eerdmans, 2009. 

 

Luz, Ulrich. Matthew 1-7. Hermeneia Series. Translated by J.E. Crouch. Minneapolis: Fortress 

Press, 2007. 

 

 Luz, Ulrich. Matthew 8-20. Hermeneia Series. Translated by J.E. Crouch. Minneapolis: Fortress 

Press, 2001. 
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Luz, Ulrich.  Matthew 21-28. Hermeneia Series. Translated by J.E. Crouch. Minneapolis: Fortress 

Press, 2005. 

 

Morris, Leon. The Gospel According to Matthew. Pillar New Testament Commentary. Grand 

Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1992. 

 

Nolland, John. The Gospel of Matthew. New International Greek Testament Commentary. 

Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 2005. 

 

Osborne, Grant R. Matthew. Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament 1. 

Grand Rapids, Mich.:  Zondervan, 2010. 

 

Ridderbos, Herman N. Matthew. Bible Student’s Commentary. Grand Rapids, Mich.:  

Zondervan, 1987. 

 

Schnackenburg, Rudolf. The Gospel of Matthew. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 2002. 

 

 

All students are required to have read the selections from O’Donnell, Gospel of Matthew, and 

English (only) students to have read Quarles, A Theology of Matthew.  

 

 

Students doing exegesis from the Greek text will also require the following:  

The Greek New Testament, (4th Ed, United Bible Societies) 

A Greek Lexicon:  

Students who wish to seriously pursue Greek studies should have a copy of Danker, Greek 

English lexicon (BDAG), (University of Chicago, 3rd Edition - but an older edition would do) 

 

OTHER USEFUL REFERENCE BOOKS 

Daniel B Wallace, Greek Grammar beyond the basics. (Zondervan, 1996).  Anyone interested in 

continuing to grow in his or her understanding of NT Greek needs access to a book of this 

kind and this one will be used during the unit. 

John Alsop, An index to the revised Bauer-Arndt-Gingrich Greek Lexicon, (Zondervan, 1981).  A 

great time saver and help.  If a Greek word is mentioned in BAGD, this index takes you to the 

place where it is cited for that verse.  

Nathan E Han, A parsing guide to the Greek New Testament, (Herald Press, 1971).  Gives a 

verse-by-verse parsing of all verbs and related words.  It is a bit simpler than an Analytical 

concordance, but does not include non-verb forms. 

Bruce M Metzger, A textual commentary on the Greek New Testament, UBS 1971.  This gives 

the reasoning behind the choice of textual variants in the UBS Greek NT and students will 

need to consult it for textual comment.  There is no need to buy a copy, as multiple copies 

are available in the library.  

  



 THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS 

 

ACT Standards 

Grades 

Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories- 

Grade    Score  GPA 

Fail (F)    0-49%  0 

Pass (P)   50-57% 1 

Pass+ (P+)   58-64% 1.5 

Credit (C)   65-74% 2 

Distinction (D)   75-84% 3 

High Distinction (HD)   85+%  4 


